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results of its absence on the offspring, the possibility of getting
children through Gods, the disposing of the illegitimate children
secretly, and even the forced abortion, and process of preserving
the fallen foetus, are also illustrated in this Kdvya. One special
feature of this Kdvya is that Agastya introduces invariably the
physical bodily union of the sexes for getting children.

Thus in the first part of this Kdvya the world of sex is pre-
sented in its miniature. The variety of sexual relationships, their
consequences on the partners concerned, and the effects on the
social fabric are also suggested by Agastya through various actions
and experiences of the different characters in the Kdvya.

In addition to this, elopement in disguise is depicted in
Subhadrd's marriage. An attempt at molestation and its conse-
quences are shown in the Kicaka and Saindhava episodes. Deceits
in marriage alliances, change of sexes, are also shown in the story
of 5ikhandz.

Kama is the basic urge of humanity. Its elimination is not
possible. Inspite of best efforts its influence is not completely
checked. Its restraint is also very difficult. This aspect of it is clearly
conveyed by Agastya when he writes that Draupadi falls down
first on the way in Mahdprastdna. Here Agastya says that she falls
down because of her over attachment to her husbands.21 Against
the background of the Ndldyani and Indrasena stories where in,
restraint of Kama is suggested.and also taking into consideration
DraupadPs married life with her five husbands for a full span of life,
the information that her too much attachment to her husbands is
responsible for her downfall - when read - conveys the vulnerability
of Kama in human life cycle.

Agastya does not touch much of the subject matter of
Arthapuru^drtha in this first part of his Kdvya. Mainly the ideas,
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